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The OCBC Bank staff who participated in the tree planting effort at FRIM together with CEO Dato’ 
Ong Eng Bin (seated, seventh from left) 

 

 

 

                                                                             MEDIA RELEASE  

  

OCBC CEO LEADS A HUNDRED STAFF IN FRIM GREENING 
INITIATIVE 

 
 
Kuala Lumpur, 17 October 2017 – OCBC Bank (Malaysia) Berhad CEO Dato’ Ong 

Eng Bin led the way as a hundred of his staff planted 80 hardwood and fruit-bearing 

trees at Field 43 of the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) recently. 

 

The go-green initiative, spearheaded by a team of OCBC Young Bankers, saw 

saplings of trees such as cengal, merbau, rambai and jambu bol planted at the 

designated spots in the world-renowned man-made forest reserve. 

 

Dato’ Ong, who was eager to join the Young Bankers in their worthy effort, sounded 

the clarion call early on for others to take up the challenge as well that Saturday 

morning. 

 

“I’m pleased to have been part of this environment-protection initiative. For many of 

us, it was the first time to FRIM and it turned out be a refreshing exercise indeed! 

The camaraderie and hard work will one day literally bear fruit; so this is a blessing in 

more ways than one. I’m proud of all my staff who took the time to come together for 

this meaningful CSR activity,” Dato’ Ong said. 

 



2 
 

OCBC Bank CEO Dato’ Ong Eng Bin planting one of the 
saplings during the tree planting initiative at FRIM 

Several other members of the OCBC Bank senior management also took part in the 

exercise, including Chief Financial Officer Teoh Yin Meng, Chief Risk Officer Thor 

Boon Lee, Head of Global Treasury Stantley Tan, Head of Human Resource Kok Lai 

Ching, Head of Consumer Financial Services Lim Wyson and Head of Corporate & 

Commercial Banking Jeffrey Teoh. 

 

The half-day event started off with an eye-opening briefing by FRIM staff on the 

history and vision of the Institute followed by a 5km trail walk (to and fro) preceded 

by a warm up exercise and the planting exercise proper. 

 

According to one of the project 

directors, Karin Chong, the 

response from OCBC Bank   

staff was overwhelming  

because everyone immediately 

recognised the long-term benefit 

of what they were setting out to 

do.  

 

“It was very meaningful to have 

had the trees planted by the staff 

themselves,” she said. 

 

The other project director, 

Gordon Low, added: “One of the 

pillars of OCBC Bank’s CSR 

thrust is caring for the 

environment. We were aware 

from the outset that what we are 

doing today is not really for us 

but for the generations to come. 

We were humbled to learn that 

some of the trees we planted 

grow just a few centimetres each 

year, meaning several of them 

will be barely a few feet tall even 

in decades to come. Standing 

amidst so many tall trees we 

began to appreciate how much 

has gone into preservation and 

are glad to have done our part,” 

he said. 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

About OCBC Bank 
 
OCBC Bank is the longest established Singapore bank, formed in 1932 from the 
merger of three local banks, the oldest of which was founded in 1912. It is now the 
second largest financial services group in Southeast Asia by assets and one of the 
world’s most highly-rated banks, with an Aa1 rating from Moody’s. Recognised for its 
financial strength and stability, OCBC Bank is consistently ranked among the World’s 
Top 50 Safest Banks by Global Finance and has been named Best Managed Bank 
in Singapore and the Asia Pacific by The Asian Banker. 
 
OCBC Bank and its subsidiaries offer a broad array of commercial banking, 
specialist financial and wealth management services, ranging from consumer, 
corporate, investment, private and transaction banking to treasury, insurance, asset 
management and stockbroking services. 
 
OCBC Bank’s key markets are Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Greater China. It 
has more than 610 branches and representative offices in 18 countries and regions. 
These include the 340 branches and offices in Indonesia under subsidiary Bank 
OCBC NISP, and over 100 branches and offices in Hong Kong, China and Macau 
under OCBC Wing Hang. 
 
OCBC Bank’s private banking services are provided by its wholly-owned subsidiary 
Bank of Singapore, which operates on a unique open-architecture product platform 
to source for the best-in-class products to meet its clients’ goals.   
 
OCBC Bank's insurance subsidiary, Great Eastern Holdings, is the oldest and most 
established life insurance group in Singapore and Malaysia. Its asset management 
subsidiary, Lion Global Investors, is one of the largest private sector asset 
management companies in Southeast Asia.  
 
OCBC Bank offers Islamic banking products and services in Malaysia through its 
wholly-owned subsidiary, OCBC Al-Amin Bank Berhad.  
 
For more information, please visit www.ocbc.com.my 

 

http://www.ocbc.com.my/

